, The ‘ﬁepartment has. launched a

_“‘continuing effort t6 alleviate the lot

- ofrits personnel and' other Amerl-
- cans evacuated from ‘the uneasy Mid-

e East. {(Se¢ NEws LETTER, June.y

'; A focal point of ‘Departmental’ ac:
. tivity. in the dftermath.of the six-day

.war:in ‘thes Middle -East -has been

the ‘Employee Services Center.:

% © - As the NEws LETTER went to press,
+ ~.a check showed that the Center had
sent approximately 400 telegrams to
relatives in. thé United States of
about 700 persom'rel, evacuated from
the stricken area. . .. s g,

- The : wires sent by the:- Center
~spelled out for anxious relatives in

. the.U.S. details of the safe arrival of -

" their kinfolk. in .various safe~haven

points.throughout Europe. - S

, In,turn, the Center has recelved

~mnumerable letters ., and calls ex-

i pressmg gratitude for the Depart-
+ ~ ment’s concern for, the: Welfare of its

employees e oy

Because of the great number “of
claims by personngl, Idar Rimestad, -

;Deputy Under Secretary for Admm-

istration, named Howard . P Mace

thie Coordinator ‘of Claims. .

Mr. 'Mace has his ‘hands ful.

nfy is he coordinating the pro

. ing of personial claims’ for .clothing

. and household ‘effécts .He is _han-

dling . such ,
claims as_those mvolvmg btuldmgs.
. furmture, automoblles, “trucks,

! equipment, and ‘supplies. And he
‘also  helping-- process fion-C

- ‘mént claims..

‘The State Dep
. Gredit Union is “bendmg over back-
rds'" to help returring employees
The '*Recreation’ A’

“evacuation

Not

" The telegram contamed thls word
of caution:, "

,‘_‘Clarm must mclude 51gned repay-
_tfient;:agreément: if -property .xrecov-
“éred ror: other . reimbursement: re:

< ceived;:- and * must . state claimant’s

understanding that any advance pay:-
ment made will be refunded .or de-
ducted as may.be required to .con:
form with final settlement of claim..’

A special air freight allowance.has™

been. -established. for evacuees- pro-
ceeding to new assignments. It, works
this way: ‘A" person evacuated from

o,

. Mr. McKlllop also stressed the im-
portance of mamtammg the current
high level of interest in hardship and
_other, personnel problems so.as to in-
isurethat all claims and other ‘mat-
ters resultmg from the emergency
will be handled promptly and with
* full consideration -for- the needs of

the -Foreign' Servxce personnel in-

> volved, .~ ¥ : '

Meanwhile, major banks in the
Washington area have indicated they
will honor overdrafts on a temporary
basis in 'the accounts of Department
personnel “caught: up in the Middle
East<turmoil~and whose paychecks
could” be' delayed in reachmg banks
here L

Cairo, say, to Athens, and-ordered:to - -

proceed to New Delhi for duty:-could
have. personal effects,such »as ‘new
clothing, airshipped to hlm from the -
United States. MY

. The Department, in mappmg its
plans, * consulted: - fre-
quently with the Amerlcan Forelgn
Service Association.

In a statement expressmg the Asso-
ciation’s ; concern for prompt. and
equitable action for Foreign Service
families, David H. McKillop,: Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the
Association; rioted . the Department’s
efforts ‘to respond r: fprdly, and :cited
favorably'.several of :the exped;ted
Jrocedures;; -including . special {ar-
.rangements for the advance payment
of claims:to dVOld unnecessary hard-

had bee

RobertEiPeck;

i

A

i

, 'IM-BeHy Severson, a: Fare:gn Sarvice ecrstary teceives fhe first ¢ -expe
ai~-check. under a program prompted by the;Arab-israeli war.. Her, eﬁefts

had been'shipped to. Ca:ro. Their. disposition.is now: "unknown." Making the presen-

‘ Deputy Director, Office of: Oparaﬂons. At the left is ch

Mace, Coordiriator; Middle East.Claims. 8¢ July-1; ning suchﬂexped:fed paymanli

, ade for lost. eﬁecfs, fofalllng about $9 000 E
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